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Generic Marking Principles 
 

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. 
They should be applied alongside the specific content of the mark scheme or generic level 
descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these 
marking principles. 
 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1: 
 
Marks must be awarded in line with: 
 

• the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question 

• the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2: 
 
Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3: 
 
Marks must be awarded positively: 
 

• marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit 
is given for valid answers which go beyond the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, 
referring to your Team Leader as appropriate 

• marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do 

• marks are not deducted for errors 

• marks are not deducted for omissions 

• answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these 
features are specifically assessed by the question as indicated by the mark scheme. The 
meaning, however, should be unambiguous. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4: 
 
Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed 
instructions or in the application of generic level descriptors. 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5: 
 
Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question 
(however; the use of the full mark range may be limited according to the quality of the candidate 
responses seen). 

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6: 
 
Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should 
not be awarded with grade thresholds or grade descriptors in mind. 
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Part (a) Generic Levels of Response: Marks 

Level 4 Makes a developed comparison 
Makes a developed comparison between the two sources. 
Explains why points of similarity and difference exist through contextual 
awareness and/or source evaluation. 

12–15 

Level 3 Compares views and identifies similarities and differences 
Compares the views expressed in the two sources, identifying differences and 
similarities and supporting them with source content. 

8–11 

Level 2 Compares views and identifies similarities or differences 
Identifies relevant similarities or differences between the two sources and the 
response may be one-sided with only one aspect explained. 
 
OR 
  
Compares views and identifies similarities and differences but these are 
asserted rather than supported from the sources 
Identifies relevant similarities and differences between the two sources 
without supporting evidence from the sources. 

4–7 

Level 1 Describes content of each source 
Describes or paraphrases the content of the two sources. 
Very simple comparisons may be made (e.g. one is from a letter and the other 
is from a speech) but these are not developed. 

1–3 

Level 0 No creditable content. 
No engagement with source material. 

0 
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Part (b) Generic Levels of Response: Marks 

Level 5 Evaluates the sources to reach a supported judgement 
Answers are well focused, demonstrating a clear understanding of the 
sources and the question. 
Reaches a supported judgement about the extent to which the sources 
support the statement and weighs the evidence in order to do this. 

21–25 

Level 4 Using evaluation of the sources to support and/or challenge the 
statement Demonstrates a clear understanding of how the source content 
supports and challenges the statement. 
Evaluates source material in context, this may be through considering the 
nature, origin and purpose of the sources in relation to the statement. 

16–20 

Level 3 Uses the sources to support and challenge the statement 
Makes valid points from the sources to both challenge and support the 
statement. 

11–15 

Level 2 Uses the sources to support or challenge the statement 
Makes valid points from the sources to either support the statement or to 
challenge it. 

6–10 

Level 1 Does not make valid use of the sources 
Describes the content of the sources with little attempt to link the material to 
the question. 
Alternatively, candidates may write an essay about the question with little or 
no reference to the sources. 

1–5 

Level 0 No creditable content. 
No engagement with source material. 

0 
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Annotation symbols 
 

ID ID Valid point identified 

 

EXP Explanation (an explained valid point) 

 

Tick Detail/evidence is used to support the point 

 

Plus Balanced – Considers the other view 

 

? Unclear 

 

AN Analysis 

 

^ Unsupported assertion 

 

K Knowledge 

 

EVAL Evaluation 

 

NAR Lengthy narrative that is not answering the question 

 

Extendable 

Wavy Line 

Use with other annotations to show extended issues 

or narrative 

 

Horizontal 

Wavy Line 

Error 

 

 

JU Judgement 

 

SIM SIM Similarity identified 

DIFF DIFF Difference identified 

N/A Highlighter Highlight a section of text 

N/A On-page 

comment 

Allows comments to be entered in speech bubbles 

on the candidate response. 
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Using the annotations 
 

• Annotate using the symbols above as you read through the script.  
 

• At the end of each question write a short on-page comment: 
– be positive – say what the candidate has done, rather than what they have not 
– reference the attributes of the level descriptor you are awarding (i.e. make sure your 

comment matches the mark you have given) 
– be careful with your spelling (there is no spell check) 
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Question Answer  Marks 

1(a) Read Source B and Source D. Compare and contrast these two sources 
as evidence about the methods used by the Chartists.  
 
Indicative content 
 
Similarities 

• Both sources agree that there is / has been a debate within the Chartist 
movement over whether to use physical force or moral force to achieve 
their aims. Source B talks about conflicting opinions while Source D 
mentions the ‘war of words’ on both sides. 

• Both sources suggest that educating the working classes is an important 
method. Source D suggests that people should be ‘instilled with a sound 
knowledge of their political and social rights’. Source B supports this idea 
by discussing the impact on Chartism of the ‘might and influence of 
intellectual and moral progress’. 

• Both sources believe that the debate about moral and physical force has 
been counterproductive. Source D describes it as a ‘waste of time’ while 
Source B says that the movement has been ‘greatly held back’ by the 
debate. 

 
Differences 

• Source B suggests that moral force has won through. Source D on the 
other hand, implies that in some circumstances physical force may be 
necessary. The phrase ‘should their oppressors refuse to concede their 
aims, they will know when to act and what to do’ suggests that in extreme 
circumstances, violence would be acceptable. 

• Source B suggests the arguments about methods have been resolved 
and in the long term the Chartists are undamaged by it, seeing Chartism 
as having a bright future ‘destined to become a great and efficient 
instrument of moral and intellectual improvement’. Source D suggests 
that the division seemed at first not to ‘detract from the movement’ but in 
the longer term caused significant weakness. 

 
Explanation 
The similarities between the sources can be explained by understanding of 
the debate in the Chartist movement about moral force and physical force. 
More moderate Chartist leaders (such as Lovett) believed that the movement 
would gain more respect and would be more successful if it used moral force 
to try to persuade Parliament to address its demands. More radical leaders 
such as Fergus O’Connor advocated the use of violence.  
 
The differences between the sources could be explained by events which 
have taken place in the time which has elapsed. Writing in 1840, Lovett was 
still hopeful that the Chartists would achieve their aims. Source D was written 
after the rejection of the 1842 petition and in a period when there was relative 
prosperity and stability which meant a decline in support for Chartism. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 

15 
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Question Answer  Marks 

1(b) Read all of the sources. ‘The Chartist movement had a good chance of 
success.’ How far do these sources support this view?  
 
Indicative content 
 
Support 

• In Source A candidates could argue that the source shows optimism is 
high within the movement, showing the belief from many Chartists that 
they could achieve success. 

• Although Source B admits to divisions it sounds hopeful for the future 
of Chartism. Lovett sees that moral force has won through and the 
Chartists will win support by peaceful and reasoned argument.  

• In Source C, although not the main drift of the cartoon, the petition is 
large, reflecting the degree of support for the Chartists’ aims.  

 
Challenge 

• Source A demands a lot which was unlikely to be achieved. 
Demanding food and justice and the vote might not appear to be 
unreasonable but the source seems to imply an overturning of the 
existing social and political structure and this was unlikely to be 
granted by a parliament still composed of the upper classes.  

• In Source B short term issues have disrupted the movement. 

• In Source C the Charter presented is substantial and the shocked 
expressions of those inside the door of Parliament suggests that they 
will be unable / unwilling to meet the Chartists demands.  

• In Source D, although the divisions between moral and physical force 
Chartists did not disrupt the movement at first, a split formed which 
damaged it. The writer’s use of the past tense suggests that Chartism 
is finished.  

 
Evaluation 
Source A: This source is from the Northern Star and candidates should be 
aware this was a Chartist newspaper and might test its reliability based on its 
purpose. Contextual knowledge of the existing political / economic system 
could also be used to assess whether the demands made here were viable. 
Source B: William Lovett was a leading moral force Chartist and writing in 
1840 was still hopeful that his argument would succeed over physical force 
Chartists such as Fergus O’Connor. His view is idealistic and possibly not 
practical, but his position might be considered to add weight to what he says. 
Source C: is a satirical look at the demands of the Chartists, published after 
the failure of the 1842 petition. The second Chartist petition contained 3.3 
million signatures and was rejected by 287 votes to 49. The extent of the 
petition is making this difficult to get into parliament, whose members are 
depicted as horrified by it. The Chartists are mostly sympathetically portrayed, 
and some are being physically harmed in the process.  
Source D: this source might be considered the most valuable in terms of its 
evidence. The author was a Chartist and therefore knew about the debate 
between physical and moral force. The writer also has the benefit of hindsight 
compared with Lovett. Contextual knowledge of events between 1840 and 
1845, such as the failure of the 1842 petition, could be used to assess the 
credibility of the claims made in the source. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 

25 
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Question Answer  Marks 

2(a) Read Source C and Source D. Compare and contrast these two sources 
as evidence about Huey Long. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Similarities include 

• Both sources clearly saw him as intelligent but volatile. Source D saw 
Long as ‘very clever’ as well as totally unpredictable. Source C saw him 
as ‘brilliant’ as well as ‘erratic’.  

• Both Sources mention that Long was motivated by personal ambition. 

• Both sources see Long’s views as radical. In Source C ‘extreme 
radicalism that Long represented’ and in Source D ‘Long wanted a 
genuine social revolution with him in charge’. 

 
Differences include 
 

• While D sees Long as a threat, this idea is dismissed in C. Source D saw 
Long as a threat to the New Deal programme, ‘enormous relief in the 
White House when he was assassinated’. Source C mentions that he was 
‘often seen as a threat’ but dismisses this idea ‘we would have seen him 
off easily’. 

• Source C suggests that he was ‘obviously motivated entirely by personal 
ambition.’ but Source D mentions that he was a genuine social 
revolutionary - that he was motivated partly by personal ambition but was 
concerned with social justice as well.  

 
Explanation 
Both sources are contemporary ones and written by those involved in the New 
Deal, writing after the death of Long and in a position to assess his impact. 
Source D is written by one of the famous ‘Brains Trust’ who came to 
Washington and helped to generate the ideas and policies that led to the New 
Deal. However, he became a critic. His analysis of Long is astute, but not 
being a member of the Administration his comments on the impact of Long’s 
death may not be that accurate. Source C is written by a member of 
Roosevelt’s Cabinet throughout the entire New Deal years and therefore in a 
better position to comment. Certainly, contextual knowledge suggests that his 
view is sound, particularly the comments about Long influencing both the 
President to bring in key aspects of what became known as the Second New 
Deal, as well as the comments about the impact of Long’s radicalism on 
moderate conservative opinion. 
 
Long was an effective orator and presented formidable opposition to FDR. He 
became Governor of Louisiana in 1928, stirring up resentment against 
business interests which dominated the state, and brought in reforms to roads 
and the education system in the state. As a Senator he initially supported 
FDR but then became a harsh critic forming opposition around the slogan 
‘Share Our Wealth’ proposing minimum wage and tax reforms. He planned to 
run as a presidential candidate as a third-party and was murdered in 1935. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 

15 
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Question Answer  Marks 

2(b) Read all of the sources. ‘The New Deal was opposed because it cost too 
much.’ How far do the sources support this view? 
 
Indicative content 
 
Support 

• Source A strongly supports the assertion in several ways. The image is 
one of an out-of-control carts being driven by men determined to throw 
large amounts of money wildly out of it.  Comments such as ‘depleting the 
resources of the soundest government in the world’ would also suggest 
this as well. The figure in the bottom left-hand corner of Trotsky (they 
would probably not be expected to know his name) with his plan of action 
headed with the words ‘Spend! Spend! Spend!’ reinforces the point.  

• Source B can also be used to support the assertion. Landon is anxious 
not to be seen as a ‘spendthrift’ , presumably like Roosevelt. He feels that 
the government had spent ‘too much of the public’s money’.  There is 
also a reference to the Social Security Act, a central part of the Second 
New Deal, being ‘wastefully financed’. 

 
Challenge 

• In Source A, while the focus is on spending, there is also mention of what 
it could lead to. The image of Stalin on the right suggests other reasons 
for opposition, and the figure at the bottom left of the cartoon, also makes 
the point that such spending can lead to ‘junking’ the Constitution and a 
‘Dictatorship’. Also letting in Communist ideas from ‘young pinkies from 
Columbia and Harvard’ (sign on the cart). 

• Source B suggests the government is taking too much control ‘new deal 
policies will wreck our system of government’ and warns of political 
damage having far-reaching consequences ‘Unchecked, the policies of 
the New Deal will lead to revolution’ 

• Source C sees Long’s opposition as motivated mainly by personal 
ambition for the presidency himself. The source also mentions other 
‘potential’ opponents, the moderate Conservatives, who would have 
opposed the New Deal but were frightened into supporting it for fear of 
worse happening at the hands of Long in office.  

• Source D suggests that Long’s opposition is partly caused by personal 
ambition, but more by his perception of the New Deal that it brought little 
change for the rural poor (a group which played a significant part in 
Long’s election to both Governor as well as Senator for Louisiana). The 
source also mentions that Long, ‘like so many opponents on the Left’ saw 
the New Deal as a means of protecting a privileged class.  

 
Evaluation 
Source A is a cartoon, and the cartoonist is using most of the standard 
criticisms of the New Deal in the cartoon to get his message over. The young 
Ivy League graduates who flocked to Washington in 1933, the heads of the 
new big spending departments, Ickes and Wallace are there as well. In one 
corner there is the looming picture of Stalin, then deep into his collectivisation 
programme and purges, while in another corner is Trotsky with his virulent 
anti- capitalist ideas and the reference to ‘dictatorship’.  

25 
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Question Answer  Marks 

2(b) There is no mention of the possible merits of the New Deal anywhere! Very 
one-sided.  
Source B is an election speech by Roosevelt’s Republican opponent so must 
inevitably be one-sided and critical of his opponents. There is some criticism 
of Hoover there with ‘government by the very rich’ but not a word of praise for 
any of the New Deal.  
Source C is the work of a New Dealer who was in the cabinet throughout the 
entire period of the New Deal. This would naturally be seen as more accurate. 
Source D is also the work of a New Dealer, but one which left and joined the 
Republicans. The scope for contextual knowledge is rich and there were 
many other opponents ranging from Southern Democrats who disliked any 
support going to Black Americans, radicals on the Left who wanted socialism, 
eccentrics such as Townsend and his Plan, diehard out of office Republicans 
like Hoover and antisemites seeking influence like Coughlin. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 
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Question Answer  Marks 

3(a) Read Source A and Source B. Compare and contrast these two sources 
as evidence about Soviet foreign policy. 
 
Indicative content 
 
Similarities 

• Both sources confirm that ‘Russia wants to build up foreign trade’. Source 
B states it is an aim to ‘expand international trade’ and Source A agrees 
that ‘Russia needs industry and trade’. 

• Both indicate that the Soviet Union did not want to repay war loans from 
before the revolution. According to the US foreign minister ‘war loans 
obtained by Russia before the revolution were simply cancelled’; Stalin 
refers to negotiations to ‘to cancel the Tsarist war debts’. 

• Both demonstrate Soviet hostility to the great powers. To ‘oppose the 
great powers’ is stated as an aim in Source B and implied by Source A’s 
references to Communist leaders’ proclamations about ‘world revolution’. 

 
Differences 

• Source A emphasises various aspects of Soviet lack of conformity to 
international norms. It implies that its trade and co-operation are 
hampered by these. Source B points to the improvements and claims that 
there is growing foreign trade and that it is building ‘relations with the 
capitalist countries’. 

•  ‘Accusations of propaganda are utter nonsense’ according to Stalin, but 
the ‘destructive propaganda of the Soviet authorities’ is one of the issues 
singled out by the US foreign minister. 

• Soviet Foreign policy based on ‘permanent revolution’ principles. The 
message of Source A is that Russia wants to spread a revolution which 
‘will be long, cruel and bloody’. Source C maintains one of its tasks is ‘to 
maintain peace’. 

• Difference regarding the cancellation of the loans. According to the US 
foreign minister ‘war loans obtained by Russia before the revolution were 
simply cancelled’; Stalin refers to negotiations ‘to cancel the Tsarist war 
debts’ being prevented by America. 

 
Explanation 
The points of conflict are evident in both sources, though many are refuted by 
Stalin. The US foreign minister is clearly motivated to show that it is Soviet 
policies which are destructive and undermining the underpinning ideas of 
capitalism, including the security of investments. Stalin is speaking after 
Lenin’s New Economic Policy which was introduced in 1921, to bring about 
economic recovery, and included the attempts to encourage foreign trade. 
Both politicians want to proclaim their own ideology, but also to ensure the 
economic prosperity of their own country.  
 
At this point in 1925 (Source B), the USSR are following Trotsky’s approach to 
foreign affairs based on the theory of permanent revolution. Stalin starts to 
develop his ideas of ‘Socialism in one country’ in 1926. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 

15 
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Question Answer  Marks 

3(b) Read all of the sources. To what extent do these sources agree that the 
policies of other nations towards the Soviet Union were based on 
economic considerations?   
 
Indicative content 
 
Support 

• In Source A economic interests are shown as an obstacle to trade or 
investment with Russia as there are fears that investments may not 
‘be secure’. This is linked to the Soviet failure to recognise the need to 
repay ‘war loans obtained by Russia before the revolution’. 

• In Source B support is suggested by the claim that America, Britain 
and Germany are all ‘particularly interested in this trade’ with the 
Soviet Union. It is also suggested in connection with America’s 
reluctance to consider annulling Soviet war debts ‘for fear of losing the 
thousands of millions that Europe owed’.  

• In Source D Lloyd George sees trade as ‘the first reason why we 
should resume relations’. He had first made a trade agreement with 
Russia when he was prime minister, and wants to revive this. He sees 
‘the breach of diplomatic relations with Russia’ as causing the loss of 
‘millions of pounds of trade which we cannot afford’. 

 
Challenge 

• In Source A other barriers to US relations with the Soviet Union are 
identified, most particularly fear of Communist propaganda and 
revolution. 

• In Source B Stalin’s assertion ‘Accusations that we are spreading 
propaganda abroad are utter nonsense’ suggests that ideological 
concerns were a barrier to international cooperation on trade. 

• In Source C while relations with Germany have an economic aspect, it 
is clear here that Germany’s main motive is to obtain ‘military 
aeroplanes’ and poison gas. 

• In Source D Lloyd George’s second motive is to ‘have greater 
influence upon Russia’ to encourage disarmament and peace. 

 
Evaluation 
Source A: This is the response of a politician to a lobby so it is likely to be 
deliberately crafted.  The US foreign minister clearly wants to present US 
policy in a good light, and to justify his stance to the delegation. On the other 
hand, he is aware of the suspicion of Communism, soon after the Red Scare 
of 1919 to 1920. As a prominent Republican, he asserts faith in capitalism 
which is clearly connected to his refusal to recognise the government of the 
Soviet Union. 
Source B: This is a report from Stalin to the Communist Party during the 
period of power struggle so it is possible that Stalin is deliberately presenting 
a mixed view to retain the support of/not alienate as many people as possible. 
Stalin presents a mixed picture in his view of Western leaders’ motives. As he 
says, all the great powers, except the United States, eventually recognised 
the Soviet government without settlement of debts incurred during World War 
One. However, America is named as one of the countries with which there is 
trade.  

25 
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Question Answer  Marks 

3(b) The wish to ‘work with the countries that were defeated in the imperialist war’ 
would lead to the closer ties with Germany outlined in Source C. 
 
Source C: This gives detail of Soviet links with Germany being developed in 
order to evade the arms restrictions imposed by the Treaty of Versailles. This 
followed the diplomatic and economic agreements between the two countries 
sealed by the Treaty of Rapallo in 1922. This newspaper report publicised and 
gave details of a situation which was widely suspected. 
 
Source D: Lloyd George is defending his previous decisions in pushing for a 
new agreement with Russia. He certainly saw international trade as the 
priority for the British economy. 
He had also long been aware of the danger of creating outcast states - during 
the Paris peace conference, he had warned that Germany might be driven 
into alliance with Russia if the peace terms were too harsh. At Genoa in 1922, 
he had argued that helping Soviet economic development of their country 
would encourage what he called ‘the anti-communist elements in Russia’.  
The fact that he was defending these views in the British parliament shows 
that there was not political agreement on this question. 
 
These sources indicate that, while economic considerations were important, 
Western leaders had a range of particular preoccupations which shaped their 
relations with the Soviet Union. 
 
Accept any other valid responses. 

 

 


